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the German and the French consuls. Punishment and recom-
pense were eventually conceded ; but meanwhile (13 May) came
a second circular from the Eastern Powers, the so-called Berlin
Memorandum. The pith of it was that Turkey should conclude
an armistice with the rebels for two months, and during that
period carry out the programme of the Andnissy Note. At
this point Disraeli and Lord Derby, following Elliott's advice,
launched Great Britain on a course of her own. They rejected
the Berlin proposals.
Hrre was a parting of the ways, which was bound to have far-
reaching consequences. What was Disraeli's motive? Primarily
fear of Russia. He saw behind the Berlin Memorandum two
men, Gortdiakovancl Bismarck, whom he deeply distrusted, and
who had once before caballed to trick England over the Black Sea
clauses.1 Linked with them was Andrassy, whom (rightly enough)
lie regarded as an intriguer playing a double game.2 The tradi-
tional British policy was to support Turkey, and Elliott at Con-
stantinople incarnated it. But it needs to be noted that Elliott's
most famous predecessor took another view. Lord Stratford de
Reddiffe, now in his ninetieth year, but still mentally vigorous,
thought the Memorandum should have been accepted. So did
the Opposition leaders^ and so did opinion in France. Disraeli
himself wavered. On 24 May he ordered the British fleet to
Besika Bay; but on 9-10 Junchc made in secret a fruitless over-
ture to Russia for a direct Anglo-Russian agreement.3
The immediate effect was to raise the temperature of Turkish
nationalism. A 'reform* Ministry took office. On 30 May 1876
the Sultan Abdul A/r/ was deposed, and, a week later he com-
mitted suicide wilh a pair of scissors. His successor, Murad V,
only reigned three months; on 31 August he too was deposed;
and his early death, t^iven out as suicide, followed in due course.
The throne passed to Abdul 1 lamid 1 1, who was destined to retain
it for thirty-three years. Meanwhile at the beginning of July
Serbia declared war. Her army was commanded arid largely
oflkera] by Russians; and on 8 July the Tsar Alexander II and
the Kmprror Franz Josef met at Reichsladt, accompanied by
their principal ministers, to divide the skin of the Turkish lion,
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